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Celebrating the Merry, Merry Month of May

By:Laurie Searle

Stephen Foster, known as "the father of American music", i :
might have been dreaming of Chattahoochee Hills when hes
composed,The Merry, Merry, Month of May

We roamed the fields and river sides,
When we are young and gay;

We chased the bees and plucked tlogvers,
In the merry, merry month of May.
Refrain:

Oh, yes, with ever changing sports,

We whiled the hours away;

The skies were bright,

Our hearts were light,

In the merry, merry month of May
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To help celebrate this glorious month, this edition is packdicfifun activities including the Serenbe May Bagtival
the FarnersMarket & Farm Bike Tour at the Charter Schaold the Rico Park Ball league; news stories about your
FNASYRA YR YSAIKOoO2NAR YR K2g ( KSaueNbieshdt élebfate the hedrS | |

f The Serenbe Institute for Art, Culture & the Environment, now indfsykarof service has grown by leaps and
bounds and has expanded its mission to include service beyond its immediate community.

1 In honorof Memorial Day, gold star sister BliBacotshares the story of her beloved brother, Marine Lance Cpl.
Stephen Johnson, who was killed by a roadside bomb in 2006 while on deployment in Irag.

 ToOSt SO NI (S weshakefobidisdhat hdna@r the lovand strong bond of mother and child.
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The Serenbe Institute for Art, Culture, & the Environment
By: Jennifer Baudryons Acting Managing Director

The Institute kicked off its street art program withraexterior mural onthe Blue Eyed DaisBakeshop, shown from its first bud tats full bloom.

The story of the creation of The Serenbe Institute for Art, Culture, & the Environment is magical. In this idyllic
community set in the woods of Georgia, a concept was born by founder Steve Nygmeat® a norprofit, funded by a

small percentage of the sale of each property, to support art, culture, & the environment. As The Institute enters into its
14" year of service, there is much to celebrate and much work still to be done.

The mission of The Serenbe Institute is to serve as the steward of a sustainable and thriving arts, culture, and
environmentally conscious community. We believe that the art:y@lwith diverse cultural experiences and regular
interaction with our natural environment, have the unique ability to bind us together in our humanity and allow us to
live healthier and more interconnected lives. Through pragramming Units that includa world-class outdoor site

specific theatre company, an unparalleled artist residency program and a highly acclaimed dance company, the Institut
has helped to propel Serenbe into a position of national prominence in intentional development and desitrewith
artistic, cultural, and environmental experiences in mind.

Our oldest programming uniAIR Serenbéartistsin-residence), was founded in 2007. Driven to cultivate Serenbe as a
place where art is created and connections between artists, people andfenwould be nurtured, a group of Serenbe
volunteers built a residency program out of a patchwork of rooms in private homes and a donated storefront studio.
This humble beginning helped to distinguish and define AIR Serenbe as a program that gigatheudisiiity to engage
with the larger community and share their creative process.

In 2019, AIR Serenbe is hosting 14 Focus Fellowships, our core program where we provide the opportunity to directly
support artists and their influence on building healdtgmmunities. CoEsistere Focus Fellowship recipient Robbie Q.
Telferg environmentalist, poet, and member of Project V.O.1.¢ $pent the first half of his residency in April with
Serenbe's Biophilic Leadership Summit, the "annual gathering of nratumered changemakers, urbanists, architects

and environmental trailblazers." This year, AIR Serenbe is crafting its next strategic plan to focus on building and movir
the program to new heights artistically and structurally, led by our new Executive Diteatim Petroccione.
Lucio'sextensive tenure in Atlanta feand nonprofit organizations has featured key leadership positionBeita,

McKinsey & Company, and the Woodruff Arts Center with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.
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The Serenbe Institute . . .

The Serenbe Playhouse is celebrating 10 years of bringing Broadwes
scale musicals and world premiere plays to the woods!

ThePlayhouse just concluded its first shtvis seasonthe musical

and The X Factor finalist Rachel Potter. Next up, the Playhouse will |
present the Tony Awardiinning musicaRagtime This inmersive, new
production will reimagine this important story under a giant tent, set
Atlantic City during the early twentieth century.

Artistic Director Brian Clowdus has reimagined this entire show in th®
classic style of vaudeville. Later this seal@air will return to the Wild

Flower Meadow! Playhouse at an outdoor stage Summer, 2018

Our newest programming unif,erminus Modern BalleTheatre,began
as an idea and conversation back in 2016 between 5 of Atlanta's mo
prominent classical dancers: Tara Lee, Christian Clark, Rachel Van
Buskirk, Heath Gill, and John Welk&wneryone, at the time, was
dancing with the Atlanta Ballet and no¢d a shift in artistic direction
back to a more traditional aesthetic and programmimgis spurred the
artists to brainstorm on a new modern ballet company that spoke to
contemporary themes and times of today rather than the traditional
ballet stores of yesteryearln this year's Serenbe/ St So6 NI ( A
Terminus will honor its exciting ground breaking partnership with the
Institute, first with this May's performances Boamand due to its Terminus performing excerpt from the World

critical and popular success, this coming fall TMBIToving back_oreto Premiere Confronting Genius choregraphed by He
Deer Hollow. Gill at the Five Points MARTA station Summer, 20

' f K2dAK 2dzNJ LINPINI YYAY 3T dzyAdad LINRPRAzOS Y2aid 2F (GKS Ly
programming efforts: Environmental conservation, Serenbe Fellows, and the South Fulton Area Initiative.

Thispast Fall eleveinvironmental conservatiomrasements (CEs) were finalized bringing the open space now under
conservation totals 108+ acre$Ve alsoestablished a longerm partnership with The University of Georgia College of
Environment & Design undéne direction of Professor Alfie VicKhe project involves university students in the

ongoing planning, design, management and monitoring of the Serenbe community and associated natural

areas. Graduate students and interns were present at Serenbe duwogsemesters in 2018, expanded to three
semesters in 2019Their work to date has included field work and mapping for the baseline documentation supporting
the CEs, GIS mapping of the Serenbe trail system (19 miles), and the initial work on devdiaiinglaAreas
Management Plan for Serenbe.

TheSerenbe Fellowprogram brings world class experts to Serenbe to host Conversations that Matter. 2019 Fellows
include:

9 Alessandra Borchi (May 12) UNESCO World Heritage, Threatened Sites

1 UGA Special Collectis (July 20) Original Colony of Georgia and Native American Documents

9 Juliet Cutler (September 14) Author, Educator" Among the Maasai: Lessons on Poverty and the Power of
Education”
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The Serenbe Institute . . .

1 Dr. Pamela and Malcolm Childé3ctober 12) Author, Public Speaker, Artist "Writing to See and Seeing to
Write"

T W2Ky [FYASNI 0b2@3SYO6SNI v 9ESOdziABS 5ANBOG2NE 4 CNER
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1 Amy Trauger (Decemb&) Author Food Sovereignty

In 2016, The Serenbe Institute began addressing the need in South Fulton County by taking programming to people
where they live through ouBouth Fulton Area Initiative

Our goals for 2019 are to continue the expansion of this initiative to include partnerships with Fulton County Juvenile
Court and Georgia Baptist Children's Home; to add more nature focused programming, such asssjated learning
sessions; and to imease the number of Fulton County artists we are employing.

z
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Hills for the Initiative.
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Playhouse performances but we plan to expand our relationship to involve theatre and visual arts workshops.

CHCS has already proven to be an excellent partner this year, as we havg hadapproximately 50 students for our
production ofPeter Parand will have a @lay Spoken Word Workshop series, led by professional spoken word artist Ray
Christian, in May. We are thrilled to partner with AIR Serenbe for this series of workshopsoRNeneard to providing

much more programming for the CHCS youth this year.

The South Fulton Area Initiative is fully funded by grants and private donations. Without the support provided by the
National Endowment for the Arts, Wells Fargo, The Livingskmundation, Imlay Foundation, Fulton County Arts and
Culture, and Greystone Powethis impactful program that touches the lives of thousands of South Fulton residents and
communities would not be possible.

Through all of these efforts we hope to bring timagic of Serenbe to those who live here, those who live in
Chattahoochee Hills, and those who make up our greater community.
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A Gold Star Sister Honors her fallen Hero. . . Marine Lance Cpl. Stephen F. Johnson
By: Laurie Searle

I @AaAG G2 9ftATlL . 102060
welcoming experience. Her bright white kitchen
overlooking a treelined backyard seems more
like a vacation cottage than a yeayzund home
the aroma ofessential o misting in the air
enhan@sthe senseof serenity.

.dzi 2y GKAA &LINAydseiRl & x
the air. Call ianxietyor a pemonition of sadness,
because we know the ending to the stalyehas offered
to shareabout her beloved brothefOn Octobef, 2006, Marine
Lance Cpl. Stephen F. Johnson was killed by a roadside bomb
weeks into his first deployment in Iraqg.

Eliza Bacot shares the story of her brothédarine Lance

Seated aherkitchentable, Eliza removes theontents from her Cpl.Stephen Johnsort,  F+ €€ Sy KSNB 67

storage boxreadying herself to tell the storghe reads from the

precious letters Stephen wrote while serving his couqty K S Kl & al SR GKSY Ftffao 'S G
serving hicountry with the pride of a patriot, of the small things that helped to keep his humanity in check, such as
giving a piece of candy to a child and receiving a flower in tufavorite photo showStephen and Eliza together for

the last timebefore his deploymenin 2006 She holds the photo, and her brother, close to her heart.

The Making of a Patriot

Stephen was born on Augudd,11986 the youngest of four siblings in a clos&hit family. Like many young boys, he
took a fascination with camouwftje geaand askedor military-style clothing for Christmashen he was 8 or.9As he
matured, he developed other characteristics that would one day serve him well in the military.

{0SLIKSYyQa LI NByidia NBYSYOSNI KAY itandvenAdyad® hid fieydR, withg R 3 A |
RSGSNX¥AYIFGA2Yy (G2 R2 GKS NARIKG GKAy3a G Fft O2adtad 9f
f A3KG 6KSy ¢S 1ARa 6SNB |G SIFOK 20KSNRA GKNRI (ao®dé

While there were subtle indications thatethen would one day join the military, it took the catastrophe of 9/11 to
galvanize him into action. The attacks inspired him to write an essay on patriotism for a composition class in 2003. In it
{ G SLIK Sy | bkligve pafidtiEm iione of the moshportant laws of life. If | was eighteen, | would enlist in the
al NAySa (2 KSt LI LINBGSy il 2 dzNJLes? thehihied yearsNael, hedis jusytBat. G K NB |

a4 2SS RARYQU (V22 FoKABKIADKRY { BEA & K| KB
t SIS KS 4FyiSR (2 22Ay (GKS alNAySaod L NI
f 32 2 61N G22HQ aéd Y2Y SaffewdiddeES8dNBE (2 3)
NFAYAy3 LINRBINIYD .dzi KA& YAYR ¢6Fa YIRS dzLdo |
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Lance Cpl. Stephen Johnson . . .
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Once Stephen joined the Marigethe family rallied their support. They vacatemhtogether before he reported for duty
andtook family videos, a practice which Stephen would continue during his military service, and they visited him at
Camp Eejeunein North Carolindefore his deployment.

Unbeknown to his family, before Stephentldr Irag, he got his affairs in order. He spent private time on the computer,
composing the letter that would be delivered to his family in case of his death. He also went to a photography studio to
have a portrait made of him in uniform, something heiltbleave for his parent¢See next page.)

At his duty station ithe Al Anbar providence in Iraq, Stephen captured light moments and times of boredom with his
camcorder. He introduced membeo§his unita § KS wS3dz | 4§ 2 NRE £ &2 YS (nsesSvaen tiy®id 2 |
not want to be photographed. He showed members of the squad passing out soccer balls and candy to Iragi children.

Ly 2yS tSGGSNI G2 9tATlIX KS 6NRBGS a¢KAa 2yS GAYS 6S 4¢
KzalLAdlrfto {2 L (4221 F 1ySS FyR £221SR FNRBdzyR F2NJ (i KNJ
liked to say. | gave him a couple of pieces, he ate one in front of me and then grew this great big smile. He then ran ba
to his houseHe came back to me a couple minutes later and gave me a pink flower. | took it and stuck it in the front of
myFtl {1 2F01SGd ¢KIG NBFftfe YIRS YS FSSf 3I22Rd L LI GNP

¢Sy 6SS1a Atglithe nfiliiarg dokv&et ®ad news to his family: Stephen was missing in action. Eliza
NEYSYOSNE GKS gKANI gAY RyRomWRorsaldom 8wéars) B KRE P2 R rdpgdeR ® @G f
What the F*cR(n stunnedconfusion we wondered &s he still alivePad he beertapturedandtortured because of

his tattoos of the USMC symbol and of tt@hristian Cross® NJ ¢ | &  KWSithilRdays,RH€ylearned the full story.

On the morning of Octobed, 2006, Stephen wasreparing for patrol.
Typically his was the first Humvee out, but on this morning his SAW gun
(Squad Automatic Weapgmissfired during inspection and so he held
back to have it chedd out. Once it was cleared, he caught up with his
squad and was thest Humvee in line.

As the squad crossed a bridgeroadside bomb exploded injuring and

killing members of his squad. Stephen had been blown out of his Humvee,
the force of the bomb carrying him a distance away into a nearby canal.
The military reportdater indicated he most likely died on impaéiliza said

Al gl a a2vysS O2YF2NI G2 SNy GKIFG
died wearing his bandanamprintedwith the biblical promises of God's
protection in Psalm 91, alsokaioy | & GKS {2f RASNRa t

About American Gold Star Families

Gold Star familieare immediate relatives of members of the U.S. Armed

| Faces who have been killed in combat or in support of certain military

| activities. In a 2015 proclamation, President Barack Obama said,

a ast Americans can't fully comprehend the price Gold Star family
members have paid: Their sleepless nights allow forp@aceful rest, and
Stephen Johnson pictured above on patrol in his  the folded flags they hold dear are what enable ours to wave. The depth of
Humvee. Belowis the canal where Stephewas their sorrow is immeasurable, and we are forever indebted to them for all
found, a fallen hero. they have given us."

10%7/2006 3:08 prmy
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Lance Cpl. Stephen Johnson . . .

FOLLOWING is the letamd photoStephen left to his familyvritten during his preleployment leave, June 2006.

CrYAfeZ 2KIFGQa dzLJK |, 2dzQNB NBIFRAy3I GKAE
the Marines because I felt | had a job to do, more or less a duty fhltlIneeded to do
for our country. After September 11th, | felt | needed to go to war to protect our count
odzi Y2NB AYLRNIIydfezr F2NIYe FlLYAt& |y
fight for something that is 8,000 miles away.

But | fdt it was something | needed to do. | choose not to further my education by goil

to college or getting a goepaying job, but | felt that it was more important to risk my lif

in defending the country that | love so much. You must always remember thetmtys

have died for our country. Old men start the wars but teenagers fight them. Always |
remember that. The average Marine is 19 years old, right out of high school. Never fc 1
us and the sacrifices that we have made to sustain our great amount ofylie have
been away from home for a great amount of time, not seeing our family and friends,
giving up our own liberties.

We, as Marines, know what we have to do for our country and to keep it safe. We know the cost of war and that
Marines will die ircombat. We are trained very well but are not invincible. All | ask is that you NOT forget me and my
fellow Marines. When you think every now and then about your freedom, know that Marines and other military
branches are there to protect that from anyonkse trying to take it away.

CKA&d A& GKS INBIFGSad O2dzyiNEB 2y GKS LXFySd 9FNIK | yR
my family or friends. | did not think about myself when | signed into the Marines. | was thinking apdigmas and
FIYAf@ YR GKSANI FNBSR2Yad LT AG dGF1Sa vYe tAFS (G2 LINI
time, but it is the ones that make that ultimate sacrifice for their country that are the most honorable. It is the
selflessness that makes a US Marine great. Do not forget your fallen Marines.

I love all you so much. You all know why | did this and why | made the choice. | wanted to keep my country free from
GSNNBNRAGA FYyR (2 KSfLIIWUSBSILS @G Qfyfe By FTSap (LAFF S GA i 2BRS Y
life was to be taken would have stepped in and substituted mine for theirs. It is an ultimate sacrifice that | was willing
to make and | made it.was destined to do this and do nofgret any part of it.

lff L ¢l yidSR ¢ Xand®avbla caref@d life withaut amyBwordids 8f &rrorists in the community. | may
KIS y2i aK26SR Al Fft GKS GAYST o6dzi L 2 @Slofybdagan? dz :
in time.

| am looking down from Heav&n o e good! Hahaha.

. @ KS gre X az2yY X NBRSYD GRIVEKIY KEKPERA AF BINB IS a | f ¢
computeiXL ¢l a gNRGAY3I GKA&ADP . dzii T Leb&Behdppy bgcaugdiyour sbrRgav His likel ¢
for his country that he loved so very much.

meant the world to me. All laskistotelzZNJ 3 G2 NE 2F dz&a Ay ol GidftS FAIKGAYI T
nothing.

REMEMBER us.
[ 20SX & Qf f
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To a Child
By. Sophie Jewett

The leaes talked in the twilight, dear;
Hearken the tale they told:
How in some faoff place and year,
Before the world grew old,

| was a dreaming forest tree,
You were a wild, sweet bird
Who sheltered at the heart of me
Because the north wind stirred;

How, when the chiding gale was still,
When peace fell soft on fear,
You stayed one golden hour to fill
My dream with singing, dear.

Tonight the selfsame songs are sung
The first green forest heard;

My heart and the gray world grow young

To shelter youmy bird.

My Mother Kept A Garden
By. Unknown

My Mother kept a garden,
a garden of the heart,
She planted all the good things
that gave my life its start.

She turned me to the sunshine
and encouraged me to dream,
Fostering and nurturing
theseedsofself & 1 S S Y X

And when the winds and rain came,
she protected me enough
But not too much because she knew
LOR ySSR (2 ailyR

Her constant good example
always taught me right from wrong
Markers for my pathway
that will last alifetime long.

L Y Y& az2i0KSNRa
| am her legacy
And | hope today she feels the love
reflected back from me.

Chatt About; May 2019 |Www.chatthiIIscommunitv.con_


http://www.chatthillscommunity.com/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/sophie-jewett

#1 11 Ol. AGW

611 O OAAOO O3xAADP OEA

By: Laurie Searle
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Thirteen volunteers pickd up 75 bags of trash and 4 tires at Campbellton Park.

Left: Emmeline Reed, Luci Kade, Cassandra Muhammad
Middle back: Jett Hattaway, Roland Alston, Joe Schoofs

Middle front: Tera Hattaway, Karen Hattaway, Diana Wilson
Right: Hadiyyah Muhammad, Tom Reddjurie Searle, Tom Blum
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" Thirteen volunteers met at Campbellton Park in
# Chat Hills on April 6 to participate in Sweep the

Hooch, an annual day of service to clean up the
Chattahoochee River, hosted by Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper.

Chatt HilldParks Commission Chair Diana Wilson,
coordinated the eventor the second year in a

row. During the orientation at the historic

Beavers House, she said that thanks to the
LINBGA2dza &SHNRa {6SSLI Gf

®/KFHOGG 1 AEEfQa LI NyA&a RSLII

around Campbellton Park has stayed fairly clean.

The volunteers split into three groups to extend
their cleanup efforts, with two groups picking

up trash along the Chattahoochee River and the
third group pickingup trash along the
Campbellton town center roads. With their
combned efforts, they collecte@5 bags of trash
and 4 tires

After the event, volunteers were treated to a picnic lunch in the grassy area near the river. Diana invited the volunteers
to come back next year and said with a little bit of luck, the new Department of Natural Resources boat ramp at

Campbellton Park mdye completed by then.

Chatt About; May 2019 |Www.chatthiIIscommunitv.con_


http://www.chatthillscommunity.com/

